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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOUSSCLEAUIIIG  -  THE  EASIER 


A  radio  interview  "between  Miss  Ruth  Van  Deman,  B-areau  of  Home  Economics,  and 
Mr.  Wa].lace  Kadder?.y,  Office  of  Information,  broadcast  V/ednesday.  March  13,  1940,  in 
the  Department  of  Agrictdture  per ipa" o i  j^e .Ji-at^naJ.  ^  m  and  Home  Hoiir,  "by  the 
national  Iroadcasting  Cow-oanj--  and  n.'fte-cwo'rk  of  9l2  afesoc:  ated  radio  stations. 

^  ^o^^f^og- 340  ★ 

WALLACE  Z.'XD?T.LY:  ^     ^  ,  ,  ...^.,,.,,,3 

Yes,  here  wc  ese  in  Washington, ----wMrc' it'-'si'^.Hit  chilly  sky  ovorcr.st — 

Spring  still  hiding  oTo^jind  the  corner.     Even.^  .so.,-  Ruth  Yon  Domrji  ngain  tod-^y,  with 
more  news  from  the  Bureau  of  Homo  Economics, 

RUTH  V;^T  DSiAlT: 

Yes,  I7allacc  news  of  another  hrand^ncw  'bulletin, one  that  we've  hc^n  work- 
ing on,  and  watching  rnd  v/aiting  for,  quite  some  time,  /illow  mc  to  present  you  with 
one  of  the  first  copies  to  come  from  the  press. 

KALDERLY: 

U  n  n,  another  one  ".vith  a  sr.iart  "black  and  v/hitr  cover,     ilnd  there' s  no 
nistrJtCing  the  title  "House  Cleaning  Management  and  Methods. "    Ruth,   sure  you 

didn't  ti:.ic  this  new  oulletin  to  jitc  with  spring  house  cleaning? 

VAN  D5.IAIT: 

Soring  house  cleaningl     That  sounds  like  the  G-ay  Nineties  ....  all  -the  parlor 
furniture  moved  out  on  the  front  porch  ....   some  Treating  clouds  of  dust  out  the 
carpet  spread  on  the  grass  .... 

KADDERLY: 

Well  do  I  rememherl     And  the  family  eating  a  cold  snack  off  the  kitchen  tahle. 

VAi^f  m.m: 

And  everylDody  feeling  tired  and  cross  ....  Thanlc  goodness,   those  upheavals  of 
spring  and  fall  cleaning  went  out  when  modern  equipment  came  in  .... 

KADDERLY:  .  . 

I  sup;oose  that  is  what  made  the  difference,     I  hadn't  stopped  to  figure  it 
out.     I  just  took  it  for  grrjitcd  that  nowadays  houses  stay  clean. 

VA^I  Da.lAi«T: 

That' s  a  tribute  to  the  good  planning  and  management  of  the  Lady  of  the 
House.     And  right  there  you've  put  your  finger  on  the  No.  1  point  in  house  cleaning 
the  easier  wey.     That  is  to  ma'ce  a  schedule  for  the  cleaning  jobs  to  be  done  daily, 
weekly,  monthly.     Of  course,  ther.;  ai-e  a  few  likj  clejaing  draperies,  ■  washing  rugs, 
waxing  furnit\ire,  that  have  to  be  done  only  once  or  twice  a  year. 

EADDEPiY: 

But  the  main  idea  I  gather  is  to  keep  clean  rather  than  to  make  clean. 
VAiJ  DEM  AN; 

That's  it  ....  and  to  keep  dirt  out  of  the  house,  as  much  as  possible. 
KADDERLY: 

The  men  of  the  family  can  help  some  on  that  ....  leave  dirty  work  clothes  in 
the  basement  and  not  track  pieces  of  the  garden  across  the  living  room  floor  .... 

(Over) 


VAN  miM: 

TloJ.lc.cc,   I  cixo.  sec  you  knov/  v;hc.t' s  in  this  housc-clccinirif..  'bulletin  v;ithout 
even  opening.:  the  cover. 

KADLERLY :  of 

¥.0,  no,  nothing  like  that.     I  vra.c  just  speaking  from  the  school/ experience  .. 

VAN  DEivIAI):: 

'.Tell  after  all,  the  rules  for  good  cleaning  are  "based  on  experience,  plus 

kno'.7ing  what  materials  to  use  to  take  the  dirt  off  a  paint,  and  varnish,   and  fahrics 

and  hath  tubs,  E.nd  sinks,  and  so  on  .... 

KADDERLY: 

And  also  knowing  how  to  get  the  best  work  out  of  those  modern  tools  you 
mentioned     moment  ago, 

VAjjT  imilM: 

You  helicve  what  the  old  Chinese  philosopher  sa;;"s:     That  "a  man  hcnt  on  good 
Work  must  first  sharpen  his  tools," 

K/iDDERLY: 

I  do  -  very  emphatically. 

YAM  mi  Ml 

It' s  certainly  tn,ie  that  a  woman  bent  on  good  house  cleaning  must  first 
understand  hov/  to  use  her  brooms  and  brushes  .... 

KADDERLY : 

Vacuum  cleaners,  floor  waxers  .... 

VM  miM: 

Yes,   if  you'll  just  take  a  look  inside  that  bulletin  you'll  find  several 
pages  devoted  to  the  selection  and  care  of  cleaning  equipment. 

KADDERLY: 

I  do  find  them  right  here    starting  on  page  5  and  running  to  page  11. 

And  I  see  here  a  picture  of  a  long~handlcd  dust  pan  and  brush. 

VAIT  milMl: 

Yes,  one  long  handle  may  prevent  a. hundred  backaches. 

KADDERLY : 

Is  that  another  Chinese  proverb? 

VM  DmM: 

i'Jo,  that's  just  plain  Anerican  housewife's  philosophy.     And  "ou' 11  sec  the 
same  philosophy  appearing  again  and  again  through  these  directions  for  house  clean- 
ing.    The  emphasis  is  on  tools  to  .  save  himds  and  backs,  lighten  and  lessen  work. 
Even  so  there's  a  lot  of  rubbing  and  scrubbing  that  crn't  be  dodged, 

KADDERLY: 

I  see  there's  a  section  here  on  cleaning  supplies  what  to  rub  and  scrub 

with,   I  suppose  that  meaiis. 


VAIJ  D3.iAlT: 

Yes,  that's  where  lots  of  conscientious  cleaners  go  v/rong.     They  take  a 
strong  alkali  or  a  scratchy  haxv^h  abrasive  and  go  after  the  enameled  iron  sink  or 
the  \7ash  bowl  in  the  brthroon  and  then  wonder  why  the  snooth  shiny  glaze  disappears. 
Or  thoy  -.vorr  the  paint  off  the  woodwork,  washing  it  with  strong  soapsuds. 

KADDEHLY: 

After  all,  c.  coating  of  paint  is  only  a  few  thousandths  of  cJi  inch  thick. 

&at  r.  woman  v/ith  a  passion  for  getting  the  house  spotlessly  clorjn  doesn't 
always  stop  to  think  of  that, 

EADDZHLY: 

But  isn't  there  always  at  least  one  "best  way  to  clean  every  kind  of  a  surface 
....  clean  it  and  yet  preserve  it,  not  damage  it? 

PracticaJ.ly  always,  yes.     But  you  have  to  know  your  surfaces.     And  you  have 
to  knov;  your  cleaning  agents.     And  you  have  to  know  ho".v  to  apply  the  cleaner  to  the 
surface. 

KADDERLY: 

You're  making  house  cleaning  a.  kind  of  applied  science, 
VAN  LaiAiT: 

Certainly  it  is  a  combination  of  household  chemistry  and  physics.  Mrs, 

Moffett,  who  wrote  this  new  house  cleaning  bulletin,  has  put  in  some  of  that 
scientific  ba-ckground.    But  you'll  see  over  in  the  part  on  methods  of  cleaning  she 
comes  right  dov;n  to  how-to~do~it. 

KADDERLY  ; 

I'm  looking  at  tha.t  part  nov/,  I'm  interested  in  what  she  has  to  say  here 
about  Ica-thcr  surfaces,  'This  a.bout  bindings  on  books  ....  "Book  bindings  may  be 
preserved  br-  v/orking  oil  into  then  with  the  h-ands"  .... 

VAi:  D3vIAiT: 

Sorry,  Wcllacc,  but  wc  can't  let  you  turn  into  a.  bookworm  right  here  before 
the  microphone, 

KADDERLY: 

Maybe  this  isn't  the  time  and  place.    lUe^'-  I  take  this  copy  home  then  and  add 
it  to  our  reference  shelf  ....  our  household  library? 

VAl."  D3/I.U^T: 

You  may,  most  certainly.     And  if  you  show  the  Lady  of  the  House,  the  picture 
of  that  cleaning  closet 

KADDERLY: 

We  already  have  one,  Ruth, 

VAN  DS.IjU\: 

Then  you  know  what  a  grand  convenience.     All  the  mops  and  pails,   and  brushes 
and  cleaning  cloths,  in  one  closet  where  you  can  put  your  hand  right  on  them  


iind  shut  the  door  on  thorn,     'B-  the  xjcy  I  sec  the  door  in  this  picture  hr.s 
holes  in  it,   to  allov/  for  vontilation.     That's  a  very  good  idea.     Oily  cloths  in  r» 
v.'arm  place  arc  a  fire  hazajrd. 

V^J  DEI/I A^: 

Well,  we've  just  taken  a  hop,   skip,  and  jump  through  this  new  "bulletin.  But 
vre'll  have  more  to  sa^''  a.bout  it  from  time  to  time, 

ZADDEHLY; 

The  real  news  todaj'  is  that  there  is  such  a  hulletin  in  print.     i'md  am  I 
right  in  saying  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  is  roads'"  to  take  orders  for  it? 

VAN  miMl: 

Oh  yes,  orders  hy  post  cajd,  letter,  any  v/aj-'. 
KADDERLY ; 

Tha.t  'being  the  case,  Terra  and  Homo  friends,  all  you  ha.vo  to  do  if  you  want 
this  new  "bulletin  is  to  just  write  house  cleaning  Tpullotin  on  a  post  card,  'v;ith  your 
name  and  ad.dress,   sjid  mail  the  card  to  the  Bureau  of  Plomc  Economics  here  in  Washing- 
ton, D,  C,     And  hack  will  come  to  you  in  due  course  of  time  this  new  "bulletin  on 
house  cleaning  1940  style. 

/  „  ... 

Aid,  Wallace,  may  I  add  just  a  word  of  thanks  to  our  Earm  and  Hpme  friends? 

KADDERLY; 

Certainly 

YM  DHvIAJT: 

....  for  the  very  kind  letters  and  cards  I've  "been  receiving  lately.     I  cer- 
tainly do  appreciate  every  one  very  much,   and  I  on].y  v/ish  I  could  send  a  special 
ansv/er  to  each  one, 

KADDEHLY: 

But  there  arc  only  24  hours  in  a  day. 

Well,  Ruth  Van  D^maji,  v/c'll  "be  looking  for  you  on  Tuesday  next  week  -  your 
regular  daj^. 


